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] Microbe analogous to j Marinesco. 
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KRAUSS. 

Epithelioma of the In the Gazzeta degli Ospedali, Dec. 21, 
Cranial Vault. 1895, Dr. Buel reports a case of epi¬ 
thelioma of the cranium in a man sixty-nine years old, who at 
two years of age was badly burned about the head leaving a 
large partially healed cicatrix. During his whole life the patient 
presented a large superficial ulcer the size of the palm of the 
hand, covered with crusts. In scratching the head the scabs 
were removed, granulations appeared with ichorous secretions 
presenting all the characteristics of an epithelioma, the glands 
becoming enlarged, cachexia, etc. 

The cerebral symptoms present were, cephalalgia, vertigo, 
convulsions of the lower extremities, then paresis of the left 
leg and complete hemiplegia sinestra. Death occurred two 
months after entrance into hospital. Autopsy showed perfora¬ 
tion of the cerebral theca at level of the middle part of the 
superior longitudinal sinus. The meninges were perforated 
and the mass extended into the right frontal ascending convol¬ 
ution and into right lateral ventricle, in which was found 
some pus. Histological examination confirmed the diagnosis 
of epithelioma. The bibliography shows but ten cases of this 
nature. KRAUSS, 

THERAPEUTICAL. 

Acromegaly Treated At the Berlin Medical Society, Nov. 
by Thyroid. 27, 1895, Professor Mendel presented a 

typical case of acromegaly, in which the only peculiar symptom 
was typical double temporal hemianopsia. This liemianopic 
condition, which is a not common complication of cases of 
acromegaly, was considered by Professor Mendel the result of 
pressure exerted by the pituitary gland upon the optic chiasm. 
The thyroid gland tablets producing no effect, the patient was 
given one gramme of pituitary gland daily for a fortnight. 
The time was too short to judge of the results, but it was 
stated that the patient could close her mouth better than before, 
and the knee-jerk, which had been lost, reappeared upon the 
leftside.—Sent. Med., Dec. 6, 1895. 

MITCHELL. 

Insomnia and Its Maurice de Fleury (Gazette des Hop- 
Treatment. taux). In all cases of insomnia not 
arising from acute pain or irritation of the meninges (tumor or 
meningitis), it is possible to employ dynamic treatment, which 
will be efficacious and easy of application, instead of hypnotics. 
A study of arterial pressure at the radial pulse in those suffer- 
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ing from insomnia demonstrates that this pathological phenom¬ 
enon coincides either with a state of marked hypertension or ex¬ 
cessive hypotension. Without the aid of drugs, and by the 
employment of simple physical procedures, it is easy in the 
great majority of cases to restore the arterial tension to normal 
and at the same time to cause sleep. It is always useful to add 
to this physiological treatment, a psychological one, and cause 
a habit of sleep. There are two kinds of insomnias,—the neuro¬ 
pathic, in which suggestion is applicable and the more serious 
form where the treatment by opium or chloral is justifiable. 
The insomnia of neurasthenia, that occurring during convales¬ 
cence from typhoid fever, and that accompanying a condition 
of low arterial tension, all have the same pathogeny. When a 
patient with asystole cannot sleep, it is because the arterial 
pressure is low. If his feeble heart be relieved with digitalis, 
sleep at the same time becomes possible. In a great number 
of cases one can substitute the dynamic agents, such as mas¬ 
sage, frictions, douches and transfusions, and at the same time 
caffeine and digitalis may be employed as heart tonics. 

FREEMAN. 
Idiocy Without Myx- Dr. Netter, at the Biological Society at 

ThVroJlTrcfitmcnt Paris’ Nov- 3°. i895. read a note on a 
Thyroid Treatment. case Qf jdiocy without myxcedema 

treated successfully by thyroid. The patient was a child six 
years of age, progressively cachexic, with puffiness of the face, 
and thickening of the skin of the legs. The cachexia, the 
oedema, the skin thickening and the trace of a special albumin, 
which was-found in the urine disappeared under the thyroid 
treatment. No trace of the thyroid gland could be detected in 
this child.—Sem. Med., Dec. 6, 1895. MITCHELL. 

Methods of Prepar- At the Societe de Therapeutique, on 
ing Thyroid Extract. ^e nth of December, 1895, there was 

a discussion as to the value of the different methods of prepar¬ 
ing thyroid extract. M. Vigier related his plan, which was as 
follows: He uses sheep-thyroid, mixing the fresh pulp with 
pulverized sugar. It is further mixed with carbonate of soda, 
and with charcoal, in order to hinder decomposition. This 
preparation has been successfully administered by a number of 
physicians. In the discussion which followed his brief state¬ 
ment there was a general agreement that the fresh preparations, 
while more troublesome, were more active than the tablets, 
extracts and powders. The latter, of course, have the advan¬ 
tages of being always accessible, and fairly constant in their 
effects. In one case which Dr. Marie treated for six weeks 
with the natural thyroid, the results were excellent, but after 
the suspension of treatment for six weeks the symptoms reap¬ 
peared. In the second course of treatment, preparations of the 
gland were given, made by evaporation in vacuo with the addi- 


